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Paint Up! commences in Hosier Lane 
Project takes art to a new level in Hosier Lane as community unites to embrace street art. 

 

(Melbourne, VIC). Over the next three days, Melbourne-based artist Adnate will transform 

Australia’s most iconic laneway, painting a significant wall that has never before been 

available to any artist. This is the first installment in a series of major artworks to be 

commissioned by local community association Hosier Inc. Their project, Paint Up! is part of 

an ongoing program of activities designed to activate the laneways and create a safe and 

engaging environment for all to work, live, visit and enjoy the area. 

 

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said Paint Up! will add a new element to Melbourne’s favourite 

public street gallery. “The City of Melbourne continues to work with the Hosier Lane 

community to improve safety and preserve the precinct’s reputation as a leading street art 

destination.  Paint Up!  is an innovative project that will add to the colorful and eclectic Hosier 

Lane,” the Lord Mayor said. 

 

Chair of Arts at City of Melbourne, Councillor Rohan Leppert said: “Melbourne’s street art is 

internationally renowned and an attraction for local and overseas visitors. Adnate’s work in 

Hosier will add to the incredible standard of work seen throughout the city.”   

 
Hosier Inc is a not-for-profit association that formed in 2013 from a community-driven passion 

to address amenity issues by engaging art, culture and place. It aims to nurture the space 

with the help of all who have an interest in the area and want to take part. Members include 

residents and businesses, restaurants, artists, tourists, photographers and regular visitors.  

 

“Everyone who loves and uses the lanes has a role to play in helping us maintain them, and 

they can all be a part of the association” said Luke McManus, Chair of Hosier Inc. “We see 

the art as a powerful instrument to activate the laneway in a positive manner – providing 

enhanced safety and unique experiences” he said.  

 

Round one of Paint Up! will be delivered by well-known street artist Adnate on the rear wall of 

McDonald House. His proposal is for a powerful representation of the beauty and strength of 

the Australian Indigenous culture, in the form of a portrait rendered with evocative strokes of 

vibrant earthly colour. The subject of the piece is a local Wurundjeri, giving them the gift of 



	  

	  

stronger presence within Melbourne’s CBD, ever so close to significant sites such as 

Birrarung Marr. By choosing an indigenous child as his subject, Adnate hopes to embody the 

future – in his youth, the present – in his dramatic realistic presence and the past of the 

ancestors – in his eyes.  

 

Scheduled for later this year, Round 2 of Paint Up! will see an equally prominent wall being 

made available. The opportunity will be offered by open invitation and artists are invited to 

contact Hosier Inc to express their interest in participating.  

 

About the Artist 

Adnate is an artist that realizes his portraits in spray paint. He has moved past his roots in 

graffiti, utilizing the medium to carry his realist style into the fine art realm. Heavily influenced 

by the chiaroscuro of renaissance painters like Caravaggio, Adnate embraces portraiture like 

the masters of the XXI Century. Elevating graffiti art above the level of letter writing, Adnate’s 

subject matter and their subsequent status often belies the intent of his portraits. The gaze of 

modern society, cropped with colour from the street/ renaissance, he examines the idea of 

who we are looking at. In particular, those who we are obsessed by and how fragile the origin 

of that obsession is. His works are often cropped by evocative slices of vibrant colour, 

channeling a presence of character, much like a still life uses it’s background as a setting for 

detail and showing of fine brushstrokes. Adnate’s realism is highlighted by the use of what 

appears accidental, but is frequently calculated blocks of vibrant colour. For more information 

about the artist, please contact Jacinta Cavalot. Jacinta@metrogallery.com.au. 03 9500 8511 

About City of Melbourne Arts Grants 

The City of Melbourne Annual Arts Program has been a source of funding for artists and 

organisations for over 16 years.  The Annual Arts Grants are central to maintaining the quality 

and diversity of the arts in Melbourne.  The work produced through the grants is integral to 

the continual development of Melbourne’s artistic community.  For more information visit 

www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutCouncil/grantssponsorship/ArtsGrants/Pages/ArtsFunding.a
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